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""First, the question of "fat ladies". We begin with a woman called Rahab, the

redeemed harlot of Jerico from the biblical Old Testament".*
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"Whether they appear flat or not really does not interest me. It has hardly any meaning

for my paintings. My concern is with formal fullness, abundance.""*
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Venus de Botero, 1982 Venus de Botero, 1989 Venus de Botero, 1996
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Botero, La Cama (The Bed),
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"A moment of complete happiness never occurs in the creation of a work of art. The

promise of it is felt in the act of creation but disappears towards the completion of the

work"."?
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"There are painters who suffer when they paint but I derive pleasure from the creative

experience. | feel transported. It is a unique, life-giving experience."16

Botero, The Bedroom,  Freud, Sleeping by the Lion Carpet, 1996
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Freud, Benefits Supervisor Sleeping 1995
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"No, I'm no caricaturist. Like almost every artist, I employ deformation." '’
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"Color is basic in my work because it illuminates the painting and, in the end, the
picture find its resolution the moment the color is resolved. One thinks it is the
composition, but actually what defines the picture is the color. When each element of
the painting finds its place, peace is felt. And at that moment the painting is finished.""
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